2





Impacts of drug and substance Abuse on the minority populations living in California





Author
Institutional Affiliation
Instructor
Course code
Date of submission




Pieces of evidence drawn from a plethora of past research have all attempted to highlight the sociological problems associated with drug and substance abuse, particularly in disrupting the social organization. This paper focuses on the effects of substance use and the associated consequences in influencing the relationship between the police and the minority populations living in areas where substance use is common. Research has shown that drug and substance use may adversely impact society's social functioning; this current paper presents the impacts of drug and substance abuse on determining the relationship between the police and all the individuals involved. 
Introduction
Drug and substance abuse is considered a problem of social concern because of its impacts on the social functioning of society. Individuals engaging in drug and substance abuse usually turn to criminality besides presenting higher rates of the intent to commit suicide. The overdependence of drug and substance use has continued to place an unnecessary burden on the government, spending huge sums of money on rehabilitation programs and other related services such as the criminal justice systems for drug users who have turned to criminality (World Drug Report, 2012). It is essential to note that the police and the other law enforcers consider illegal drug use as a crime. Police have continued to associate illegal drug use and the increased intention to engage in crime and other delinquent practices. Ideally, the police believe that drug and substance use may present distinguishable threats to the security of a community. 


The impacts of drugs and substance abuse on the minority populations in California
In California, particularly among the minority populations, alcohol and opioid use are common. It is noted that the problem of drug use seems to be prevalent among young adults, usually between 18 and 25 years. Additionally, marijuana use also accounts for a significant percentage in California. This paper uses the conflict perspective to discuss the impacts of drug and substance abuse in California among the minority populations. It is evident that much of the drug use in the economically disadvantaged regions in California are particularly necessitated by poverty, racial inequalities, and the unending need to sustain life. Tonry (2011) argued that even though the police are justified in cracking down on illegal drug use, on most occasions, these intentions are usually influenced by racial and ethnic inequalities, as evidenced in California. 
Because of neglect, Latinos and African-American populations have continued to experience unacceptable levels of inequalities in California. According to research evidence, these inequalities have observably made possible the development and increase of drug use in these regions. UNODC states that these neglected areas continue to miss on the benefits of increased world trade, investments, and associated economic growth (Mooney et al., 2018). Arguably, these vulnerable populations' lack of economic progress is considered a major driving factor to engage in drugs. The engagement in drugs and substance abuse impacts the individuals abusing the drugs and presents negative consequences on society. For instance, children whose parents engage in drugs are neglected because their parents seem preoccupied with the drugs. For this reason, these children may consequently miss out on essential services such as immunization and even basic necessities (California Health Care Almanac, 2021). 

The engagement in drugs by the minority populations in California has resulted in stereotyping by the police. The police argue that there exists a very close relationship between drug and substance abuse and delinquency. Research evidence indicates that drug abusers engage in criminal activities such as robberies and break-ins to pay for their drugs. Arguably, such activities are destructive to society. Bjerregaard (2010) observed that drug abuse is directly associated with about 22% of aggressive crimes. A majority of the minority populations, because of one reason or the other, are not usually hired, meaning that they have no steady source of income to sustain their drug engagement. In this view, continued drug abuse prompts them to commit criminal activities, so they acquire money to buy drugs. Besides the engagement in criminal activities, drug use has also made it difficult for young Californian youths from the minority populations to stay in school because their parental resources are either strained to enable them to stay in school, or they are addicted, consequently resorting to gang violence (Eagly, 2017). 
As a social problem, drug abuse also places a strain on government resources. The consequent engagement with the criminal justice systems after arrests present a burden on the government's economic resources, which would have otherwise to channeled to help on other social amenities. Additionally, imprisonment and increased mortalities due to drug use significantly limit the general productivity of society. 





Impacts of drug and substance on the relationship with the police
In determining the relationship between the police and the minority populations engaging in drugs in California, the police argue that their main role is to restore sanity by putting to an end illicit drug dealing. For this reason, drug arrests have become a common phenomenon in these areas. In conclusion, it is essential to understand that the problem of drug abuse is characterized by crime, gang violence, homelessness and neglect of children, and increased financial burden in the government resources (National Drug Intelligence Center, 2006). The police and other law enforcers are only keen to restore the quality of life in these affected communities by arresting and prosecuting those involved. 
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